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 Superintendent of Schools 

 Report to the NRSD School Committee 

 October 8, 2013 
 
 
 
 

 

1.  PARCC - NASHOBA Regional School District will be 
taking part in the pilot of the new assessments that Massachusetts is looking at to 
replace the MCAS.  The new assessments, Partnerships for Assessments of Readiness 
for College and Careers (PARCC), are a performance based assessment in that 
students will be given problems to solve and text to which to respond to construct new 
information, meaning or ideas.  The assessment pilot will be limited in scope, one or two 
classes at one grade level in each of our schools in March.  At this point we have not 
made a final decision regarding the involvement of these students in MCAS, but I am 
leaning toward doing so that parents and the school will receive the full information 
about performance.  Parents, nor the school, will receive individual scores in the 
PARCC Pilot, only school scores.  The Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) still has to approve their participation in PARCC which would start in 
2015 - 2016 if the Commonwealth moves forward.  The assessments are only in math 
and English language arts.  The science MCAS would continue as is for the time being.  
The schools involved are in the folder.  For more information the website is 
www.parcconline.org 
 

2.  Special Town Meeting - Bolton will be holding a Special Town Meeting on October 
16th at Nashoba Regional High School beginning at 7:00 pm.  Stow will be holding one 
on October 28th beginning at 7:00 pm at Hale Middle School.  Bolton has to vote on the 
adjusted FY 14 Budget for our regional school district.  Their assessments rose, as a 
result of an error in our underreporting kindergarten students, and changes promoted in 
the Governor’s budget proposal that impacted the minimum local contribution.  The 
error was adjusted in the proposals made and ultimately approved in June, however, 
the district’s budget was already passed by this time.  The amount that Bolton is now 
being assessed at is an increase of $200,188.00.  Stow’s assessment is being reduced 
by $115, 793 and Lancaster’s is being reduced by $84.395.  Neither of these 
communities have to vote as the law dictates that the budget is automatically approved 
when an assessment is reduced.  The overall expenditure budget is unchanged.   
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3.  Concession Stand Update - The DEP accepted Mr. Cleary’s rationale for why the 
Zone-1 location was the best option for the concession stand and approved its location.  
Bolton’s building inspector approved the engineering drawings submitted.  He has the 
permit ready.  We still need Board of Health (BOH) approval which is now in the hands 
of the Nashoba BOH Collaborative.  Mr. Cleary is working with their agent to clarify this 
building is not a restaurant.   Mr. Cleary hopes to have a permit soon (next few days). 
 

4.  Educator Evaluation - The subcommittee continues to meet as we agreed.  We 
held a meeting on Tuesday.  After early technological issues related to software, we are 
in full swing of the new educator evaluation for teachers and administrators.  The 

meeting Tuesday clarified language excluded, but agreed to 
for Article V, and also began exploring the evaluation tool to 
use with educators who have a caseload, not a classroom.  
These plans are referred to as SISP’s or Specialized 
Instructional Support Personnel.  The question before the 
group is whether we will have multiple SISP’s for each time 
of specialized group or one SISP that can address the 
overarching standards in a material way and then get 
personalized through a job description or the work the 
evaluator does with the educator.  I am asking that the 

School Committee vote to approve the Article V amended document.   
 

5.  Global Studies in Twenty - First Century - I have continued with a group of 
Superintendents who are interested in promoting global awareness, study of culture, 
language and history in public schools.  The group works to integrate the promise of 
twenty-first century learning into public schools.  This year we are reading the book 
World Class Learners by Yong Zhao. I hope to use what I am learning to facilitate the 
start of our social studies curriculum work later this year.  This is the group that 
developed the trip to Finland that I was fortunate enough to attend.  They are going this 
year as well.  They are also sponsoring a trip to China in July.   
 

6.  STEM Project - This past summer we sent a team to the Boston Museum of Science 
to take part in the GATEWAY Project, an integrated science and engineering curriculum 
and to train staff.  This is one of the activities that will help us reach our goal of 
developing a world class STEM program.  (See end of report for this year’s mission and 
goals)  I will be inviting the team in after the first meeting in October to tell you more 
about their work.   
 

7.  Assabet Valley Collaborative - The Assabet Valley Collaborative met on Friday, 
and voted to have me continue as the Chair of the Board for 2013 - 2014 school year.  
Mr. Joe Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools in Shrewsbury was voted in as Vice Chair.   
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Nashoba Regional School District Gateway Institute Action Plan (rev. July 25, 2013)     
  
District Mission: To build a world-class STEM program for all students.      
 
Gateway Team Mission: To ensure that students' "world-class" STEM education in the 
Nashoba Regional School District includes participation in high quality technology and 
engineering education at all grade-levels.      
 
Gateway Team Vision: College and career ready students are equipped to address complex 
problems that require expertise in multiple arenas. Engineering curriculum facilitates the 
connection between and among science, math and arts curricula that will enable students to 
engage with problems from multiple perspectives. As part of a well-rounded STEM education, 
engineering design will be incorporated in to interdisciplinary curricular offerings throughout K-
12.       
Long-Term Goals:       
In 1-2 years, engineering design will be a part of every student's in-school experience from 
grades 3-8.    
   
In 3-5 years, engineering design and technology education will be incorporated into every 
student's interdisciplinary learning experience from grades K-12.      
 
Members of the team: 
 
Martina Kenyon - Coordinator of STEM 
Lisa Sama - Technology & Engineering Teacher, LBMS 
Mary Mullahy - Technology & Engineering Teacher, FSS 
Christopher Whitiker - Science Teacher, Hale 
    
 
 
 


